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Bar owners’ group gives up push to ease smoking ban
Other owners to discuss fate of ballot bid
By James Nash
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

A quest by some bar owners
to chip away at Ohio’s strict
smoking ban lost momentum
yesterday when a key group
said it was abandoning the
effort.
Patrick Carroll, president of
the Buckeye Liquor Permit

Holders Association, said the
Cincinnati-based group will not
collect signatures for a November ballot initiative that would
weaken the smoking ban
passed by voters last November.
The group was daunted by
the requirement that it collect
402,276 petition signatures
toward a constitutional amendment that would exempt pri-

vate clubs, bowling alleys and
many bars from the smoking
ban, he said yesterday.
“We’ll just let things go their
course,” Carroll said.
The association had supported a petition effort that was
snuffed out June 12 when Attorney General Marc Dann’s
office concluded that it had
only 776 of the 1,000 valid petition signatures needed to proceed.

If the bid had attracted 1,000
signatures, the proposed initiative would have gone before the
state Ballot Board, after which
supporters would have been
able to circulate another petition to qualify for the ballot.
The Ohio Licensed Beverage
Association, which led opposition to the smoking ban that
was approved by 58 percent of
voters last November, already
has indicated that it would not

Tegenkamp said.
Since health authorities began enforcing the ban in early
May, 36 businesses have received warning letters but none
has been fined, said Kristopher
Weiss, an Ohio Department of
Health spokesman.
Authorities have received
about 6,800 calls and letters
informing them of alleged violations of the ban, Weiss said.
jnash@dispatch.com

attempt a new ballot measure.
Some bar owners said they
still might go it alone. Hermann
H. Tegenkamp, a Cincinnati bar
owner who was one of the four
named sponsors of the petition
effort that Dann’s office rejected, said the smoking ban has
crippled businesses such as his.
He said he and other bar
owners will confer next week to
decide how to proceed.
“We’ve got to do something,”

Lawmaker Space
pulls amendment
from spending bill

ALL-GLASS ADDITION

By Jonathan Riskind

GRANVILLE — The Granville
Village Council voted 3-2 last
night to affirm the original
plan for Denison University’s
century-old art building, which
was criticized by five residents
who said the proposed renovations are too modern.
Denison could not agree
with residents on a second set
of plans for Cleveland Hall,
which is slated for an all-glass
addition to accompany its
brick and white-columned
facade.
Along with interior renovations to the building, the
addition is part of a $14 million
face-lift that was supposed to
start after commencement in
May.
Granville’s planning commission approved the plans on
Feb. 26, but neighbors promptly objected because the addition did not fit in with the
prevailing Victorian architecture of the neighborhood.

Council OKs renovation
of Denison art building
By Nick Wright
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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Rep. Zack Space, left, sought
more money for the Appalachian Regional Commission.
Rep. David L. Hobson opposes
funding the commission at all.
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Education center gets big gift
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CHILLICOTHE, Ohio —
Kenworth Truck Co. is donating $1 million to help build a
health-care education center
at Adena Regional Medical
Center.
The gift from Kenworth’s
PACCAR Foundation to the
Adena Health Foundation was
announced yesterday.
Adena has committed
$10 million toward the educa-
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tion center, with its nonprofit
foundation seeking to raise an
additional $5 million.
The center is expected to
open in 2008, with a primary
focus of offering college degrees in nursing in collaboration with Wright State University and Ohio University.
Adena Health System, with
about 2,000 workers, is the
largest employer in Ross County. Kenworth has a truck-assembly plant in Chillicothe.
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Comfy in its nest and with
Mom hovering above, a
baby flamingo observes its surroundings at the Columbus Zoo
and Aquarium. Mom and Dad watch their baby around the
clock, trading off about every hour. The zoo expects two more
hatchlings within a few days to join the 15 adult flamingos.
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yesterday during the House
debate to eliminate commission funding altogether, but
that failed. The proposal had
been supported by Rep. David
L. Hobson, the energy and
water spending subcommittee’s
top Republican.
The Springfield Republican
says that having the money
sent back to economically depressed Appalachian counties
through the commission costs
too much in administrative
dollars and isn’t an efficient use
of taxpayer dollars.
He called the funding “nothing but pork for governors.”
The fight has become an
annual affair. A few years ago,
President Bush tried to slash
the money, but a bipartisan
group of lawmakers in the
House and Senate restored it.
Bush eventually gave up.
Meanwhile, Hobson also
agreed with Democrats who
voted as part of the energy and
water bill to cut funding for the
Bush administration’s plans to
build nuclear weapons. That is
something Hobson also worked
to block when he was chairman
of the panel.
Hobson said the Bush administration was “more interested
in building a new weapon than
coming up with a comprehensive plan to modernize the
nuclear weapons complex.”
jriskind@dispatch.com
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WASHINGTON — Sometimes, a temporary retreat can
signal an eventual victory in the
U.S. House of Representatives.
Rep. Zack Space, D-Dover,
says that happened yesterday
when he withdrew legislation
restoring a $30 million cut to
the Appalachian Regional Commission’s economic development arm, which is getting
$65 million this year.
Space wanted to amend the
2008 energy and water spending bill being debated this
week. The overall $32 billion
measure won’t be approved
until next month, when congressional earmarks are assembled and disclosed.
But Space’s amendment won’t
get a vote in the House. He
heeded a request by Rep. Pete
Visclosky, D-Ind., to withdraw
it. Visclosky is chairman of the
appropriations subcommittee
in charge of the spending bill.
Visclosky said he understands the concerns of Space,
whose eastern Ohio district
includes a number of Appalachian counties. The chairman
promised to address those
concerns, but offered no details.
But Space said House Democratic leaders have given a more
specific pledge to come up with
the money. In past years, the
House has cut commission
money only to see it supported
by the Senate and restored by
the time the final bill was sent
to the White House.
“In southeastern Ohio, the
ARC is the lifeblood of so many
of our towns and communities,” Space said. “I knew that a
gutted ARC would be devastating. That’s why I fought in
every way that I could to get an
agreement that this funding
would be restored.”
There also was a proposal

Denison can begin construction once it receives a building
permit. The university hopes
to start work before the end of
summer.
“We’re pleased that the
council upheld the decision of
the planning commission,’’
said Denison President Dale
Knobel, after the council’s
vote.
Beyer Blinde Belle, the New
York City company that designed the addition, is noted
for the refurbishing of Grand
Central Station and the lobby
of the Empire State Building,
said Maxwell Pau, the project
architect for Cleveland Hall.
Two council members abstained from voting, citing
conflicts of interest.
The 3-2 vote left a sour taste
with critics.
“I feel bad for those who live
by the addition,’’ said Barbara
Franks, who wants to open a
restaurant in Granville. “Now
they’re the ones who have to
look out at it.”
nwright@dispatch.com
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